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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. The application filed on July 8, 2005 contained three patentably distinct species which 
are Species A: Music Reproduction Device; Figure 1 1 A; Species B: Display Device; Figure 1 IB; 
Species C: Printing Device; Figure 1 1C 

Applicant's election of Species C which comprises of claims 1-15 in the reply filed on 
12/09/2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election 
without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takagi 
et al. US2003/0016387 hereinafter referred to as Takagi and in view of Nagasaka 
US2003/0065718. 

As per Claim 1, Takagi teaches a printing device that pulls print data to be printed by 
requesting and obtaining the print data, (Takagi, Figure 1, Component 101 and Figure 2, 
Component 200)said device comprising: 

a print start instruction receiving unit operable to receive location information indicating 
a storage location of printing instruction information indicating details of a printing instruction to 
the printing device, (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] and [0037], user initiates the start of services 
which will result in receiving service contents including an url regarding storage location, 
printing instruction information would be considered the print data) the location information 
being received as an instruction indicating that printing of the print data should be started; 
(Takagi, Paragraph [0034]) 

indicated by the location information received by said print start instruction receiving 
unit; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] and [0037], user initiates the start of services which will result in 
receiving service contents including an url regarding storage location. The process includes 
extracting url to receive designated print data for printing. By user initiating services includes a 
print instruction) 

a print data request unit operable to request transmission of the print data, based on the 
printing instruction information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], requests print data from designated 
server) 

a print data receiving unit operable to receive the print data requested by said print data 
request unit; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be printed) 

and a printing unit operable to print the received print data according to the received 
printing instruction information. (Takagi, Figure 2, Component 205) 

Takagi does not teach a printing instruction information request unit operable to request 
transmission of the printing instruction information 
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a printing instruction information receiving unit operable to receive the printing 
instruction information requested by said printing instruction information request unit; 

Nagasaka teaches a printing instruction information request unit operable to request 
transmission of the printing instruction information (Nagasaka, paragraph [0041], the 
information being request are the print settings associated with the print data in the form of a 
settings screen able to manipulate the settings) 

a printing instruction information receiving unit operable to receive the printing 
instruction information requested by said printing instruction information request unit; 
(Nagasaka, paragraph [0041], user enters print instruction and the transmission controls receives 
instruction) 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement the teachings of Nagasaka into Takagi. Takagi teaches the 
ability for the user to initiate the print process but does not allow the user to insert their own 
personalized instructions that will be sent to communication portion to communicate with the 
server. Nagasaka teaches an intermediate step that will allow user to modify print instruction 
prior to sending it to print instruction information receiving unit. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to combine the two 
references to obtain the invention in Claim 1 . 



As per Claim 2, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 1, wherein the printing instruction information includes location information indicating a 
storage location of the print data, and said print data request unit is operable to request the 
transmission of the print data based on the location information included in the printing 
instruction information. (Takagi, Paragraph [0034]) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 1. 
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As per Claim 3, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 2, wherein the printing instruction information includes print type specification 
information indicating a print type of the print data, and said printing unit is operable to print the 
print data based on the print type specification information included in the printing instruction 
information. (Nagasaka, Figure 5, user designate print type specification such as quality mode 
which is reflected in the printed data) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 2. 

As per Claim 4, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 3, wherein said printing instruction information request unit is operable to request the 
transmission of the printing instruction information when printing based on the printing 
instruction information becomes ready for execution. (Nagasaka, paragraph [0041], the 
information being request are the print settings associated with the print data in the form of a 
settings screen able to manipulate the settings) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 3. 

As per Claim 5, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 4, wherein a device in which the printing instruction information is stored is different from 
a device in which the print data is stored, and said printing instruction information request unit is 
operable to identify the device in which the printing instruction information is stored, based on 
the location information received by said print start instruction receiving unit, and to request the 
identified device for the transmission of the printing instruction information. (Takagi, Paragraph 
[0034], from the extracted url, it will be able to determine the location of the print data in the 
server, it is only one device therefore it can identify the device which is stored, the print data will 
be transmitted) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 4. 
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As per Claim 6, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 5, wherein said print data request unit is operable to identify the device in which the print 
data is stored based on the location information included in the printing instruction information, 
and to request the identified device for the transmission of the print data. (Takagi, Paragraph 
[0034]) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 5. 

As per Claim 7, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing device according to 
Claim 6, wherein said print data request unit is operable to request the transmission of the print 
data over a communication line. (Takagi, Figure 2, Component 231) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 6. 

As per Claim 8, Takagi teaches a printing instruction device that gives, to a printing 
device, a printing instruction to print print data, said device comprising: 

a printing instruction input unit operable to accept an instruction, inputted from a user, 
indicating that the print data should be printed; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] and [0037], user 
initiates the start of services which will result in receiving service contents including an url 
regarding storage location) 

a printing instruction information storage unit operable to hold the generated printing 
instruction information; (Takagi, Figure 1, Component 101, fax machine should has some type of 
memory to store temporarily or permanently print instructions) 

a location information generation unit operable to generate location information 
indicating a storage location of the printing instruction information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] 
and [0037], user initiates the start of services which will result in receiving service contents 
including an url regarding storage location, printing instruction information would be considered 
the print data) 
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a location information transmission unit operable to transmit the generated location 
information to the printing device; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receiving service contents 
including an url regarding storage location, url used to locate print data in server) 

a transmission request receiving unit operable to receive, from the printing device, a 
request for transmission of the printing instruction information indicated by the location 
information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be printed) 
and 

a printing instruction information transmission unit operable to transmit the stored 
printing instruction information to the printing device, in response to the request for 
transmission. (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be 
printed) 

Takagi does not teach a printing instruction information generation unit operable to 
generate printing instruction information when the instruction indicating that the print data 
should be printed is accepted, the printing instruction information indicating details of the 
printing instruction to the printing device; However Nagasaka teaches it. (Nagasaka, Paragraph 
[0040], there is a print preview screen which allows the user to customize the print job thus 
generating print instruction information) 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement the teachings of Nagasaka into Takagi. Takagi teaches the 
ability for the user to initiate the print process but does not allow the user to insert their own 
personalized instructions that will be sent to communication portion to communicate with the 
server. Nagasaka teaches an intermediate step that will allow user to modify print instruction 
prior to sending it to print instruction information receiving unit. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to combine the two 
references to obtain the invention in Claim 8. 



As per Claim 9, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 8, 
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wherein said printing instruction information generation unit includes a print data 
location information obtainment unit operable to obtain location information indicating a storage 
location of the print data, (Takagi, Paragraph [0034]) 

and said printing instruction information generation unit is operable to generate the 
printing instruction information that includes the obtained location information, when the 
instruction indicating that the print data should be printed is accepted. (Nagasaka, Figure 3 and 
Paragraph [0040]) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 8. 

As per Claim 10, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 9, wherein said print data location information obtainment unit is operable to 
receive the location information of the print data from an external device. (Takagi, Figure 2, 
Component 200 and Component 220, the print data is transmitted from a server that is 
communicated via a public line network) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 9. 

As per Claim 11, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 10, wherein said printing instruction input unit includes a print type 
specification input unit operable to accept an specification, inputted from the user, indicating a 
print type of the print data, (Nagasaka, Figure 5, user can specify the quality of the print job 
which is considered print type specification) 

said printing instruction information generation unit includes a print type specification 
information generation unit operable to generate print type specification information for 
specifying the print type, when the specification indicating the print type is accepted, and said 
printing instruction information generation unit is operable to generate the printing instruction 
information that includes the generated print type specification information, when the instruction 
indicating that the print data should be printed is accepted. (Nagasaka, Figure 3,5, and 
Paragraph[0040], user can specify the quality of the print job which is considered print type 



Application/Control Number: 10/541,809 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 9 



specification, information is gathered during preview then when user wants to print by giving an 
instruction to print, the job is generated to retrieve image data from server) 
Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 10. 

As per Claim 12 Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 11, wherein said printing instruction input unit further includes a printing 
instruction change unit operable to make a change in the already generated printing instruction 
information that includes the print type specification information, based on an instruction 
inputted from the user to said printing instruction input unit, (Nagasaka, Figure 5, user can 
change the print type specification. The print instructions are in default when the print preview 
comes up) 

and said printing instruction change unit is operable to make a change in the already 
generated printing instruction information stored in said printing instruction information storage 
unit, in the case where the already generated printing instruction information has not yet been 
transmitted to the printing device. (Nagasaka, Figure 3, user can change the print type 
specification until user decides to print that is when instruction is sent to printing device) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 1 1 . 

As per Claim 13, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 12, wherein said printing instruction change unit is operable to make a 
change in the print type specification information included in the printing instruction information 
stored in said printing instruction information storage unit. (Nagasaka, Figure 5, user can change 
the print type specification. The print instructions are in default when the print preview comes 
up) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 12. 
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As per Claim 14, Takagi in view of Nagasaka teaches the printing instruction device 
according to Claim 13, wherein said printing instruction information transmission unit is 
operable to transmit the printing instruction information after the change in the print type 
specification information is completed, in the case of receiving the request for transmission of 
the printing instruction information before the change in the print type specification information 
is completed. (Nagasaka, Figure 3,5, and Paragraph[0040], user can specify the quality of the 
print job which is considered print type specification, information is gathered during preview 
then when user wants to print by giving an instruction to print, the job is generated to retrieve 
image data from server. When user specified print, the instruction is transmitted, user will select 
print the changes wanted are completed.) 

Analysis is analogous to that made in Claim 13. 

As per Claim 15, Takagi teaches a print system comprising a printing device and a 
printing instruction device, wherein said printing instruction device comprises: 

a printing instruction information storage unit operable to hold the generated printing 
instruction information; (Takagi, Figure 1, Component 101, fax machine should has some type of 
memory to store temporarily or permanently print instructions) 

a location information generation unit operable to generate location information 
indicating a storage location of the printing instruction information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] 
and [0037], user initiates the start of services which will result in receiving service contents 
including an url regarding storage location, printing instruction information would be considered 
the print data) 

a location information transmission unit operable to transmit the generated location 
information to said printing device; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receiving service contents 
including an url regarding storage location, url used to locate print data in server) 

a transmission request receiving unit operable to receive, from said printing device, a 
request for transmission of the printing instruction information indicated by the location 
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information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be 
printed)and 

a printing instruction information transmission unit operable to transmit the stored 
printing instruction information to said printing device, in response to the request for 
transmission, (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be 
printed) and said printing device comprises: 

a print start instruction receiving unit operable to receive the location information 
indicating the storage location of the printing instruction information, (Takagi, Paragraph [0034] 
and [0037], user initiates the start of services which will result in receiving service contents 
including an url regarding storage location, printing instruction information would be considered 
the print data) the location information being received as an instruction indicating that printing of 
the print data should be started; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034]) 

a print data request unit operable to request transmission of the print data, based on the 
printing instruction information; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], requests print data from designated 
server) 

a print data receiving unit operable to receive the print data requested by said print data 
request unit; (Takagi, Paragraph [0034], receives print data from designated server to be printed) 
and a printing unit operable to print the received print data according to the received printing 
instruction information. (Takagi, Figure 2, Component 205) 

Takagi does not teach a printing instruction input unit operable to accept an instruction, 
inputted from a user, indicating that print data should be printed; 

a printing instruction information generation unit operable to generate printing instruction 
information when the instruction indicating that the print data should be printed is accepted, the 
printing instruction information indicating details of a printing instruction to said printing device; 
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a printing instruction information request unit operable to request transmission of the 
printing instruction information indicated by the location information received by said print start 
instruction receiving unit; 

a printing instruction information receiving unit operable to receive the printing 
instruction information requested by said printing instruction information request unit; 

Nagasaka teaches a printing instruction input unit operable to accept an instruction, 
inputted from a user, indicating that print data should be printed; (Nagasaka, Figure 5 and 
Paragraph [0040]) 

a printing instruction information generation unit operable to generate printing instruction 
information when the instruction indicating that the print data should be printed is accepted, the 
printing instruction information indicating details of a printing instruction to said printing device; 
(Nagasaka, Paragraph [0040], there is a print preview screen which allows the user to customize 
the print job thus generating print instruction information) 

a printing instruction information request unit operable to request transmission of the 
printing instruction information indicated by the location information received by said print start 
instruction receiving unit; (Nagasaka, paragraph [0041], the information being request are the 
print settings associated with the print data in the form of a settings screen able to manipulate the 
settings) 

a printing instruction information receiving unit operable to receive the printing 
instruction information requested by said printing instruction information request unit; 
(Nagasaka, paragraph [0041], user enters print instruction and the transmission controls receives 
instruction) 

Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement the teachings of Nagasaka into Takagi. Takagi teaches the 
ability for the user to initiate the print process but does not allow the user to insert their own 
personalized instructions that will be sent to communication portion to communicate with the 
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server. Nagasaka teaches an intermediate step that will allow user to modify print instruction 
prior to sending it to print instruction information receiving unit. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to combine the two 
references to obtain the invention in Claim 15. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MING HON whose telephone number is (571)270-5245. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri 7:30 to 5:00 EST; 1st Friday Off. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone arc unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark 
K. Zimmerman can be reached on (571)272-7653. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, sec h V V. <"~ H n xt.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. H./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



/Mark K Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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